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After many difficulties, the French find a suitable
location for their winter quarters; and on October 13
the men in the English fort surrender to the French.
This success is accompanied by sorrow, for one of
the French officers—Chateauguay, a brother of
Iberville—had been mortally wounded in a skirmish,
ten days before the surrender. ‘‘In entering the
river sainte Thérése, we had invoked with confidence
the great saint whose name the river bears; and God
so arranged events that precisely on the feast-day of
the same Saint we entered the Fort; this rendered
us masters of the Navigation, and of all the Trade of
that great river.”

During the winter, there is much sickness among
the Frenchmen; and Marest goes back and forth
between the fort and a French encampment on the
Nelson, to comfort and aid the sick. He tries to
learn the language of the savages who dwell in that
region; but he has little time, and is hindered by
the ignorance and caprice of his Indian instructor.
Marest relates what he has been able to learn about
these tribes, the most important and numerous of
whom are the Assiniboines and Crees. He mentions
various interesting particulars about these people,
their country, and their language; he thinks that
the Assiniboines resemble the Flemings, and the
Crees the Gascons. They are nomadic, but gather
wild rice for their winter supplies.

The savages nearest James Bay are very inferior
to the tribes just named; ‘‘ they are base, cowardly,
idle, churlish, and wholly vicious;' they are
exceedingly superstitious and dissolute. Marest
thinks that missionary effort should first be directed
toward the Crees and Assiniboines. The country is



